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iPhone 6S and 6S Plus:  
On September 25th Apple released the iPhone 6S and iPhone 6S Plus. The major improvements of the iPhone 6S over the iPhone 6 are as follows:
· New front and rear cameras (12 megapixels)

· Faster processors for improved performance

· More memory

· A stronger metal body

· Always-on Siri

· Improved video

· Improved Touch ID

· New 3D touch

· The latest iOS 9 operating system

The newer models are slightly thicker and heavier (~10% over the iPhone 6 and 30% over the iPhone 5 and 5S). Battery life is little changed from earlier models. 
The iPhone 6S is priced at: $649 (16 GB), $749 (64 GB) and $849 (128 GB). The iPhone 6S Plus is priced at: $749 (16 GB), $849 (64 GB) and $949 (128 GB).
See http://bit.ly/1VZoiED for a 7-minute video that compares the iPhone 6 and iPhone 6S.

See https://www.apple.com/iphone-6s/ for a description of features from Apple.
OS X El Capitan:  
Apple released OS X El Capitan, the new Mac operating system, on September 30th.  This is not a major or revolutionary release but a collection of new features, fixes and performance improvements. Highlights of El Capitan are:
· Improved general performance

· Improvements to Spotlight search

· Enrichments to Mail

· Notes has been completely rewritten

· Enhancements to Mission Control

· Minor additions to the Safari browser

· Several enhancements to Photos

· Split View−display two applications side by side. (Windows has had this feature for years!)

· A new system-wide font called San Francisco

· Maps with Transit View (public transportation in select cities)

See http://www.apple.com/osx/whats-new/ from Apple.
See http://tcrn.ch/1Nj7TIP for a good description.
See http://cnet.co/1RQbOP5 for a good review from C/NET Magazine.
New Apple Computers:  
On October 13th Apple announced two new iMacs—a new 22.5-inch iMac with Retina 4K display and a 27-inch iMac with Retina 5K display. These new desktop computers also have faster CPUs and graphics cards. 
The 21.5-inch iMac has a 3.1 GHz quad-core i5 processor (Turbo Boost up to 3.6 GHz), integrated Intel Iris Pro Graphics 6200, 8 GB RAM, and a 1TB hard drive. Two lesser performance 22.5-inch models are also available. 
The 27-inch iMac has a 3.3 GHz quad-core i5 processor, a dedicated AMD Radeon R9 M395 GPU, 8 GB RAM, and a 2 TB Fusion drive.
Both 22.5-inch and 27-inch models can be configured with higher end CPUs, more RAM and other upgraded hardware at the time of purchase. Also two lesser performance 27-inch models are available. For details see http://www.apple.com/imac/. 
New Magic Accessories:  
Apple also announced three new Magic accessories. See http://www.apple.com/magic-accessories/ for details. All three accessories have built-in rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.
· A new Magic Keyboard ($99) with Bluetooth connectivity and a lower profile for more precise typing.

· The Magic Trackpad 2 ($129) with Apple’s new “Force Touch” with 29% larger surface area.

· The Magic Mouse 2 ($79).

New iPad Pro:  
This new iPad, to be made available in November, has several new features and enhancements over the current iPads. 
· A 12.9-inch tablet, which is 78% larger than the iPad Air 2.

· A new A9x 64-bit CPU.

· Weight 1.57 pounds, which is bit heavy.

· Side-by-side viewing for two apps.

· 10 hours of battery life.

· A new stylus (“The Pencil”) specifically made for the new iPad.

· A new keyboard especially for the iPad Pro, called “The Smart Keyboard”.

See   http://cnet.co/1NOQjj2 for details.
Microsoft Office 2016:  
Finally an updated version of Office for Mac has arrived; Office 2011 was getting long in the tooth. This widely used suite of programs was released for OS X on July 9, 2015 for Office 365 subscribers.  The perpetual licensed version (aka “Stand Alone” version) for OS X and Windows was released on September 22, 2015. The Mac version features an updated user interface that uses ribbons, support for Retina Display, and new sharing features for Office documents. However for Outlook 2016 for Macs, there is very limited support for synchronization of collaboration functions outside of basic email.
Apparently the perpetual licensed product is only offered for a single Mac (or PC) and not for multiple machines in a family. Two versions are available:  (1) Office Home & Student (Word, Excel, PowerPoint and OneNote) for $149.99 and (2) Office Home & Business (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote and Outlook) for $229.99. 
See  http://bit.ly/1NOQpae for information on pricing and an explanation of the difference between Microsoft Office 2016 (perpetual license) and Microsoft Office 365 (software rental).
For information on Office 365 availability and prices see http://bit.ly/1jOykMt. 
Note, at the time this article was written (October 2015) OS X El Capitan and Office 2016 were seemingly incompatible with regular crashes of Outlook, Excel and Word. For example, see http://bit.ly/1khhAhi. Probably (hopefully!) this serious deficiency will have been resolved by the time you read this.
